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News
When the world suffers from COVID, ISKCON
connects masses to Lord GOVIND

(27th March to till now)

(ISKCON, Dwarka)
While the world is shaken up to its core by the ongoing
unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic, ISKCON Dwarka is
relentlessly serving the Humanity. Under the guidance of
H.H. Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaj and able leadership
of H.G. Pradyumna Priya Prabhu, president ISKCON Dwarka
more than 5 lakh people are getting prasadam meals every
day. People from various walks of life are coming, helping
and donating for this noble cause.

Mahabharata Kathamrita (30th April to till now)

(ISKCON, Dwarka)

“When life throws lemons at you, make lemonade. See
challenges as opportunities” This saying rightly fits for the
devotees who were putting in efforts in educating people
about Krishna. H.G. Amogh Lila Prabhu, Vice President
ISKCON Dwarka, a well-known speaker is showering an
endless nectar of Mahabharata Katha. Every day thousands
of people are getting connected to ISKCON Dwarka
YouTube channel to hear the katha. Every day the response
from online audience is going higher as many of them also
express the happiness that they get from these narrations.
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Sita Navami (2nd May)

(ISKCON, East of Kailash)
Sita Navami was celebrated on 2nd May in a private
ceremony consisting of abhishek and kirtan. Devotees
prayed to Sita Maharani for her loving shelter and protection
from the attack of maya.

Nrsimha Caturdashi (6th May, 2020)

(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

Nrsimha Caturdashi was celebrated with abhishek and
kirtan. Although the public was forbidden entry into the
temple, devotees celebrated this festival in their respective
homes. Devotees take shelter of Lord Nrsimhadeva who is
known to be the protector of all in distress. The pandemic has
provided all of us an opportunity to intensify our dependence
on Lord Nrsimhadeva, praying for the protection of our
spiritual life. Devotees used meeting portals such as Zoom
and Skype to read about the glorious pastimes of Prahlada
Maharaja and Nrsimhadeva. The day was spent in prayer
for the world and hearing about the Lord's munificence
and mercy on which we need to depend. A Nrsimhadeva
yajna was also conducted for saving the mankind from
the pandemic. The yajna lasted for many days and it was
performed till May 6 when the purnahuti was done.
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ISKCON honoured by India Book of Records

(ISKCON Delhi)

In a special ceremony organised at ISKCON Dwarka,
India Book of Records accorded recognition to the temple
for making a record of feeding five lac people in a day.
Dwarka Temple broke the already existing record of 3.5 lac
people being fed in a single day. The honour was shared
with the District Administration of South West Zone. The
honour roll also mentioned the priceless contribution of
His Holiness Gopal Krishna Goswami Maharaja, GBC and
BBT Trustee, who has been the inspiration behind this
mission. Fired by the instruction of the Founder Acharya
A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, ISKCON has always
been the first few to step up in times of crisis, not only
in India but all around the world. Since the lockdown,
ISKCON has served four crore healthy meals through its
seventy three kitchens established all across the country.
This distribution to the low income families and migrants,
has been possible through the voluntary work taken up by
devotees pan India.

Daily Chanting of 108 names of Krsna (May)

(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

Fear and insecurity has plagued all communities and
nations across the globe. In these unprecedented times,
while ISKCON Punjabi Bagh didn't have the biological
medicine to the virus, it certainly had the psychological
and spiritual medicine ready within hours of the spread.
This medicine is taken daily by all the devotees of temple.
It is a unique medicine - one dosage divided into 108
complete parts. Every morning, after the Bhagavatam class
- devotees come together and chant 108 names of Krsna.
Those at home join virtually and magnify its potency. A
tested cure for the fear and insecurity residing in one's
mind! The devotees can request special puja for their self
and their families by sending a mail to iskconcares@gmail.
com.

Praise from the Political Strata

(ISKCON, Dwarka)

ISKCON’s efforts are widely being praised by various
political parties. Union minister Mr. Nitin Gadkari praised the
efforts of devotees on Tweeter. Delhi deputy chief minister
Mr. Manish Sisodia visited the mega kitchen and lauded the
temple authorities for maintaining very hygienic conditions
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and preparing sumptuous, healthy prasadam. Many leaders
from BJP and other parties visited and were surprised to see
the marathon effort. They also contributed from their side
for the food relief.

Rukmini Dwadasi Celebrations (5th May 2020)

(ISKCON, Dwarka)

Rukmini Dwadasi was celebrated by conducting 3 day
online sessions by H.G. Dhananjay Krishna Prabhu. The
three-day katha were centered around the unlimited glories
of most gracious, benevolent and kind hearted mother
Rukmini. The temple residents performed the abhisheka of
the Lordships on the divine occasion of Rukmini Dwadasi
while observing strict social distancing norms and safety
measures.

Sacred Space Book Reading Club (May)

(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

To utilize this lockdown period to go a level deeper in
our spiritual practices and to deepen our relationship with
Srila Prabhupada, the temple has organized an online book
club to daily read together. The book reading classes were
started from 28th Apr 2020 from 11.30 am -12.30 pm. The
reading sessions include reading from different books like
Srimad Bhagawatam, Chaitanya Caritamrita, Mukund Mala
Strotra. In addition, devotees also recite and memorize
slokas together. These are live sessions on ISKCON Punjabi
Bagh social media handles and Mobile App-ISKCON PB.
Those who want to join can contact Premanjana Das
+91-8802212763.
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Sadhu Sanga over Internet continues

(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

Devotees continued to conglomerate on meeting portals
to make most of the situation. Classes were continued on
various portals which were attended enthusiastically by
devotees from all around.
H.G. Jitamitra Prabhuji, a senior preacher at ISKCON, East
of Kailash, conducted online sessions on understanding
Bhagavad Gita in five minutes.
H.G. Akrura Prabhuji, a senior preacher from Canada,
spending the lockdown in Delhi, gave his association to
devotees, while attending to the various practical and
philosophical aspects of devotional life.
H.G. Mohan Rupa Prabhuji, Temple President, ISKCON, East
of Kailash, took devotees through the nectarean pastimes
of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in Chaitanya Charitamrta. H.G.
Rishi Kumar prabhu continues to enlighten devotees on the
timeless wisdom of Bhagavad-gita.
H.G. Sarvapriya Prabhuji guided devotees through the
eleventh Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam.

Since the time the world has come into the grip of
COVID-19 pandemic, the entire pattern of preaching has
undergone a tremendous change. The running time is really
quite harsh when even the temples are closed for darshans
of the deities, what to talk of ecstatic kirtans & spiritual
discourses. Sri Sri Radha Madhav Temple (ISKCON ROHINI)
is doing wonders in this direction through its enthusiastic
leaders who are ever ready to serve Krishna & his devotees.
As usual, the temple president HG Keshav Murari Prabhu,
a visionary leader has already taken up a very lively series
on '12 Mahajans' & 'Navdha Bhakti' over the past two
months & now looking forward to lockdown special IYF
e-sanga combine classes being led by H.H. Bhakti Ashraya
Vaishnav Maharaj, H.G. Radheshyam Prabhu, H.G. Amogh
Lila Prabhu & H.G. Gauranga Prabhu. Besides, the senior
most leader of the temple H.G. Radha Keshav Prabhu has
been conducting his daily 'BG nectar classes' for more
than past one month. H.G. Aja Nimai Prabhu along with
H.G. Sachinandan Prem Prabhu is taking utmost care
of devotees in their charge. H.G. Ujjawal Prad Prabhu is
leading in the temple with all the devotees in his charge
chasing for 64 rounds of harinaam daily. H.G. Narayani
mata ji is conducting frequent online seminars on different
issues concerning spirituality. Last but not the least, very
energetic, vibrant bhakta Raunak along with his team is
taking care of 'kirtan needs' of the devotees.
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Spirituality for Modern Youth series

(7th May to 22nd May 2020)

(ISKCON, Dwarka)
During the times when the world is looking for a respite
from Covid-19 paranoia, the initiative from ISKCON Youth
forum to reach people out and “home deliver” them the
science of spirituality, was incredible. There were more
than 1,500 participants attending the 6-sessions course.
The sessions were delivered by H.G. Amogh Lila Prabhu,
Motivational Speaker, Spiritual Mentor, Guest faculty in IIMs
and IITs. Sessions were much appreciated by the attendees.
In particular, the question answer sessions caught a lot of
attention and helped them come a step closer to Krsna.
“Spirituality for Modern Youth” sessions were undoubtedly
an invaluable guide for the youth that participated.

India's First Online Value Education Olympiad
(May 2020)

(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)
At ISKCON, we have always made an effort to talk
about higher self and transcendental values over material
aspirations. In a time where opinions change with new
trends, we have tried to breed a generation that stands by
its ideas no matter how tempting it is to be otherwise. To
make sure that our children who are observing a drastic
change in the society, who are experiencing anxiety, who
are going through a lot in the name of new normal, we
wish to give them support, support of our own scripture
Bhagavad Gita. We have planned to reach out through
our Value Education classes which will start from 30th
May 2020 and will integrate with our Value Education
program 2020. Last year we touched 6200 students and
22 schools with the help of many devotees. This time we
wish to reach 15,000 children. However, this is a huge
task which no one can accomplish alone. We all have to
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come together as a community and pledge that we will
make a better future for our next generation. We have
to make sure that they learn to do the right thing even
when no one is watching. We can do this by inculcating
right values in them through our own scripture Bhagavad
Gita.

Tulasi jaladana ends (14th May)
Offering of water to Srimati Tulasi Maharani during
the Jyestha month ended on 14th May. Devotees offered
water to a pure devotee in desire to receive benediction for
spiritual progress.

Candana Yatra ends (16th May)
The annual festival of offering candana to the deities
ended with devotees seeking the blessings of Madhavendra
Puri, who served his Madana Gopal by taking an arduous
journey to Jagannath Puri. The Candana Yatra is a reminder
of reciprocation shown by the Lord in proportion to the
service attitude and loving mood of a devotee.

Brhad Bhagavatamrita - The Uncomparable
Ocean of Mercy (May)

(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)
ISKCON Punjabi Bagh
organized
the
muchawaited part of Brhad
Bhagavatamrita by HG
Rukmini Krishna prabhu.
The
divine
scripture
describes
glories
of
Bhakta, Bhagwan and
Bhakti. The devotees were
really enriched by the most
nectarean
descriptions
by HG Rukmini Krishna
prabhu and there was very
keen participation from
online viewers.

WHY KRISHNA APPEA
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In a unique form, Lord Krishna is worshiped in a famous
temple in Puri, India, and at various Rathayatras (chariot
festivals) there and around the world.
Lord Jagannatha may look peculiar and strange to the
Western world, but He is the life and soul of the Orissans.
But now Jagannatha is worshiped in many ISKCON temples
around the world, and the devotees have grown to see Him
as the most merciful and charming person who excuses His
devotees’ offenses and attracts them further along the path
of devotional service.
Jagannatha means “Lord of the universe.” Many Vedic
books mention that Jagannatha is Krishna. Baladeva is His
brother, and Subhadra is His sister. Although Krishna is
absolute and transcendental to material nature, to accept
the loving service of His devotees He appears before us as
the deity in the temple, in the form of stone, metal, wood,
or paint. Jagannatha is a wooden form of Krishna. Because
Jagannatha does not look like Krishna, people may wonder
how He can be Krishna. Scriptures tell the story behind
Jagannatha’s peculiar form.

Jagannatha's Transcendental Advent
The Skanda Purana relates King Indradyumna’s quest
to find a deity form of Krishna after dreaming of a beautiful

blue deity named Nila Madhava. The name describes the
sapphire color of the deity: Nila means blue, and Madhava is
one of Krishna’s names. King Indradyumna sent messengers
in all directions to find Nila Madhava, and a brahmana
named Vidyapati returned successful. He discovered that
Vishvavasu, a pig farmer (savara) in a remote tribal village,
was secretly worshiping Nila Madhava. When Vidyapati
later returned to that place with Indradyumna, however,
Nila Madhava was gone. King Indradyumna surrounded the
village with his soldiers and arrested Vishvavasu.
Then a voice from the sky proclaimed, “Release the
savara and build a big temple for Me on top of Nila Hill.
There you will see Me, not as Nila Madhava, but in a form
made of neem wood.”
Nila Madhava promised to appear as wood (daru), and
thus He is called daru-brahma ("wood-spirit"). Indradyumna
waited by the ocean, where the Lord arrived as a giant log
floating toward the beach.
Disguised an old man, Vishvakarma, the architect of the
demigods, arrived to carve the deities under the condition
that he would remain undisturbed for twenty-one days.
King Indradyumna consented, and the artist worked behind
locked doors. Before the time period was up, however, the
noise stopped, and King Indradyumna’s intense curiosity
prompted him to open the doors. Vishvakarma had
disappeared. In the room, the three deities of Jagannatha,
Baladeva, and Subhadra looked as if unfinished—without
hands or feet—and Indradyumna became greatly perturbed,
thinking he had offended the Lord.
That night, Jagannatha spoke to the king in a dream
and reassured him, explaining that He was revealing Himself
in that form out of His own inconceivable desire, to show
the world that He can accept offerings without hands, and
move around without feet.
Lord Jagannatha told the king, “Know for sure that My
hands and feet are the ornament of all ornaments, but for
your satisfaction, you may give Me gold and silver hands
and feet from time to time.”
Devotees now worship the same “unfinished” forms of
Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra in Puri and in temples
around the world. These forms are part of their eternal
pastimes.

ARS AS JAGANNATHA
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Transformed by Rohini's Talks
The Utkala-khanda of the Skanda Purana gives another
account related to Krishna’s appearance as Jagannatha.
(Utkala is the traditional name for Orissa.) Once, during a solar
eclipse, Krishna, Balarama, Subhadra, and other residents
of Dwaraka went to bathe in a holy pond at Kurukshetra.
Knowing that Krishna would be there, Srimati Radharani,
Krishna’s parents Nanda and Yashoda, and other residents
of Vrindavana, who were burning in the fire of separation
from the Lord, went to meet Him. Inside one of the many
tents the pilgrims had set up at Kurukshetra, Rohini, Lord
Balarama’s mother, narrated Krishna’s Vrindavana pastimes
to the queens of Dwaraka and others.
The residents of Dwaraka are said to be in the mood
of opulence (aishvarya), and they worship Krishna as the
Supreme Lord. But the residents of Vrindavana are in the
mood of sweetness (madhurya), and they have a confidential
relationship with Krishna that surpasses awe and reverence
because it is based on friendship and love. Rohini’s narration
was thus extremely confidential, so she posted Subhadra at
the door to prevent anyone from entering.
Krishna and Balarama came to the door and stood on
Subhadra’s left and right sides. While listening to Rohini’s

narration of Krishna’s intimate Vrindavana pastimes, Krishna
and Balarama became ecstatic, and Their internal feelings
were exhibited externally. Their eyes became dilated,
Their heads compressed into Their bodies, and Their limbs
retracted. Seeing these transformations in Krishna and
Balarama, Subhadra also became ecstatic and assumed
a similar form. Thus, by hearing about Krishna’s pastimes
in Vrindavana, Krishna and Balarama, with Subhadra in
between, displayed their ecstatic forms of Jagannatha,
Baladeva, and Subhadra.
When the sage Narada saw Krishna transformed as
Jagannatha, he prayed to the Lord to appear like this again.
Although the Lord is not obliged to anyone, He reciprocates
with His devotees to fulfill their desires. In Garga Samhita
Krishna states (1.27.4): “I am full—all the epics in one. Yet I
surrender to the wish of My devotee and come in whatever
form he wants.” Thus, just as Krishna appeared as Nila
Madhava to satisfy Vishvavasu, He appeared in the deity
form as Jagannatha and resides in Jagannatha Puri to satisfy
the desire of Narada Muni.
This special form of Krishna is also known as Patita
Pavana, the savior of the fallen, and anyone who takes His
audience with proper consciousness is awarded spiritual
liberation.
Since Lord Jagannatha is none other than Krishna, His
abode is equal to Vrindavana, where Krishna performs
His childhood pastimes. Jagannatha Puri—also called
Purushottama-kshetra, Sri Kshetra, and Nilacala ("the place
of the blue mountain")—contains all of Krishna’s Vrindavana
pastimes (lilas), although they may be hidden from material
eyes. The Vaishnava-tantra states, “Whatever lilas of Sri
Krishna are manifest in Gokula, Mathura, and Dwaraka are
all found in Nilacala, Sri Kshetra.”
By having the proper spiritual vision—eyes anointed by
pure love of Godhead, krishna-prema—one can see all the
pastimes of Krishna there. Jagannatha is no one else but
the ecstatic manifestation of Krishna, who appears in His
most merciful form to help us go home, back to Godhead.
Therefore, Srila Prabhupada has introduced the Jagannatha
Rathayatra in many cities around the world to uplift the
conditioned souls from the spell of maya (illusion). Let us
take advantage of the occasion.
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Upcoming events:
Pandava Nirjala Ekadashi (2nd June)
(ISKCON Delhi)

Fasting on Ekadashi or other auspicious days is the
perfect way to control the urge of the stomach. Pandava
Nirjala Ekadashi is one such day potent with catapulting
one on the path of spiritual progress. Devotees observe
a complete fast even from water, on this day. Abstinence
if not garnished with higher taste, turns out to be futile.
Therefore, devotees use this day to hear more, read more,
chant more and try all possible ways to dovetail one's
consciousness in devotional service to Krishna.

Disappearance Day of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura (21st June)
(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura is a prominent acharya in
the line of Vaishnavas guiding the Krishna consciousness
movement. He was the pioneer of the renaissance of
the Vaishnava tradition. He disseminated the teachings
and glories of Lord Chaitanya through books and songs.
His instructions are most significant for developing a
proper mood and attitude in the service of the Lord. His
disappearance day will be celebrated with pushpanjali and
kirtan.

Gundica Marjana (22nd June)
(ISKCON, Delhi)

The annual festival of Gundica Marjana or cleaning
of the temple will be celebrated this year by the resident
devotees of the temple. As the temple remains out of
bounds for the congregation members and the general
public, this festival will be celebrated by the cleaning of
every corner of the temple. Devotees use this opportunity
to clean their heart through the act of cleansing the
temple.
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Preaching centres around DELHI NCR
ISKCON, eAST OF kAILASH
Chirag Delhi-168, Sejwal Chowpal, Near Subzi Mandi
Chirag Delhi, New Delhi-110017
Contact at: 9911717110, 9910381818, 9810484885
Program: Every Saturday, Evening 7 PM to 9 PM
Okhla- Chhuria Muhalla Chowpal, Tehkhand Village
Okhla, Phase – I, New Delhi-110020
Contact at: 8588991778, 9810016516, 9911613165, 9971755934
Program: Every Tuesday, Evening 7 PM to 9 PM
Kotla Mubarakpur- Shri Omkareshwar Shiv Mandir
(Panghat wala), Gurudwara Road
Opp. Sher Singh Bazar, Kotla Mubarakpur, New Delhi-110003
Contact at: 9350941626, 9818767673, 9311510999
Program: Every Saturday, Evening 7 PM to 9 PM
Khanpur- B-192-B, Jawahar Park, Devli Road
(Near Cambridge School), Khanpur, New Delhi-110062
Contact at: 9818700589, 9810203181, 9910636160
Program: Every Saturday, Evening 7 PM to 9 PM
Hari Nagar, Ashram- 217, Saini Chaupal, Ashram Or 119, VIIT Computer
Institute (Basement)
Hari Nagar, Ashram, New Delhi-110014
Contact at: 9811281521, 011-26348371
Program: Every Saturday, Evening 7 PM to 9 PM
East Vinod Nagar-E – 322, Gali No. 8, East Vinod Nagar, Delhi-110091
Contact at: 9810114041, 9958680942
Program: Every Saturday, Evening 6.30 PM to 8.30 PM
Sriniwas Puri-Sanatan Dharam Durga Mandir
1st Floor, J J Colony near to Gurudwara, Sriniwas Puri,
New Delhi-110065
Contact at: 9711120128, 9654537632
Program: Every Wednesday, Evening 7.30 PM to 9 PM

Sarojini Nagar-Bharat Sewak Samaj Nursery School, Opp. Keshav Park,
Sarojini Nagar Market, New Delhi – 110023
Every Monday 6 PM to 8 PM
Contact : 9899694898, 9311694898
Lodi Road-Pocket – 2 Park, Lodhi Road Complex, New Delhi – 110003
Every Saturday 5 PM to 7 PM
Contact : 9868236689, 8910894795
R.K.Puram-DMS Park (Opp. House No. 238), Sector - 7, R.K. Puram,
New Delhi –22, Every Sunday 5 PM to 7 PM
Contact: 9899179915, 860485243, 8447151399
Gole Market-Model Park, Sector – 4, DIZ Area, Gole Market,
New Delhi – 110001
Every Saturday 5 PM to 7 PM
Contact: 9560291770, 9717635883
Sant Kanwar Ram Mandir-6.15pm. Every MONDAY at Jal Vihar Road,
Lajpat Nagar -2, New Delhi Contact- 9971397187.
East of Kailash-Katha - Amritam, 6.45 pm every Sunday, Venue- Prasadam
Hall, ISKCON Temple, Contact: 99582 40699, 70113 26781.
East of Kailash-Yashoda Angan, 6.45pm every Sunday, Venue- JCC
Room, Iskcon temple, East of Kailash, Contact:- 97110 06604

ISKCON, GURUGRAM
RADHA KRISHNA MADIR
New Colony, Gurugram, Every Saturday-6:30 to 8:30PM
Melodious Kirtan, Discourse on wisdom of Bhagvad Gita and Krishna
Prasadam
Rail Vihar Community Center
Sec 47, Gurugram, Every Wednesday 7:00 to 9:30PM, Melodious Kirtan,
Discourse on wisdom of Bhagvad Gita and Krishna Prasadam

Sangam Vihar- E-6/102, Near Mahavir Vatika
Sangam Vihar, New Delhi-110080
Contact at: 9212495394, 9810438870
Program: Every Sunday: Evening 5 PM to 8 PM
Every Morning: 5 AM to 7 AM (Mantra Meditation)
Every Evening: 7 PM to 9 PM (Aarti)
Boat Club-Rajpath Lawn near Central Secretariat Metro Station,
New Delhi -110001
Every Wednesday 1PM -2 PM
Contact : 9560291770, 9717647134
Panchsheel Enclave-ISKCON DIVE, A-1/7 Panchsheel Enclave, New
Delhi-110017
Mayur Vihar-Srivas Angan Namahatta Center, 223-A Pkt.
C ph.2 Mayur Vihar
Every Saturday 5.30 - 7.30 PM
Contact ~ 9971999506 & 9717647134

Nitya Seva

Nitya Seva-Niswartha Seva is a selfless monthly donation program for serving the Lord. It’s purely voluntary, based on
the desire, inclination and capability of the donor. The mode of donation could be through cash, cheque or ECS. One can
choose to donate any amount as Lord Krishna sees our intent behind that donation. A formal receipt will be provided for
each donation. For more details,
• Sri Sri Radha Parthasarathi Nitya Vigraha Sewa including bhoga offerings (fruits, vegetables, dry fruits, wheat flour,
sugar, desi ghee, etc), deity dresses, deity jewellery and other paraphernalia, Please contact HG Janmashtami
Chandra Prabhu @ 7011326781, 9999035120
• For ISKCON, East of Kailash, Please contact HG Baladeva Sakha Prabhu @ 9312069623
• For ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh, Please contact HG Premanjana Prabhu @ 9999197259.
• For ISKCON, Dwarka, Please contact HG Archit Prabhu @ 9891240059.
• For ISKCON, Gurugram, Please contact HG Narhari Prabhu @ 9034588881.
• For ISKCON, Faridabad, Please contact HG Ravi Shravan Prabhu @ 9999020059
• For ISKCON Panchsheel, Please contact HG Advaita Krishna Prabhu @ 9810630309/HG Rasraj Prabhu @ 9899922666
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