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4} Gaura Purnima (3rd March)

The Vedic scriptures describe the innumerable
incarnations that the Lord takes. In these incarnations,
the Lord wishes to reclaim the souls who are estranged
from Him. Even in the darkest age of Kaliyuga, the Lord
appears as Chaitanya Mahaprabhu: who is Krishna in
the devotional mood of Srimati Radharani, to help the
people of this age to come back to Him. Inaugurating
the yuga-dharma of sankirtan, Mahaprabhu distributed
Krishna prema indiscriminately, around five hundred
years ago. The appearance of the most munificent
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was celebrated in the mood of
gratitude and reverence. Their Lordships provided Their
blissful darshan in a shobha yatra, organised on March
1. Accompanied by dancing and chanting devotees,
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Gaura Nitai, bestowed Their blessings on
even those who are reluctant to climb the
steps of the temple. Devotees prepared
their consciousness for the appearance
day, through the nectarean hearing of the
pastimes of Gauranga. This was organised
in the auditorium, and was followed by
dinner prasadam. An Adivasa ceremony
was organised to invoke all auspiciousness.
The day was celebrated with an elaborate
abhishek amidst kirtan and chanting. The
dancing devotees, a feast cooked with
devotion, all added to the festivities.




41 Gaura Purnima Celebrated with Grandeur (3rd Mar)
(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

ISKCON Punjabi Bagh celebrated Gaura Purnima 2026
in truly grand style, filling the community with devotion,
colour, and joy. The festivities began three days prior, with
an inspiring series of elaborate Gaur Kathas held each day.
Esteemed speakers—H.G. Rukmini Krishna Prabhu, H.G.
Amarendra Hari Prabhu, H.G. Vaikuntha Vraj Prabhu, H.G.
Sundar Krishna Prabhu, and H.G. Murali Krishna Prabhu—
captivated a packed pandal as they narrated the heart-
melting pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. On the
sacred day of Gaura Purnima, the celebrations began with
an extraordinary theatrical presentation by the Balaram
Players, the temple’s theatre troupe. This was followed by
the grand abhishek ceremony of Gaura Nitai, who were
brought out from the altar for the pleasure of hundreds of
assembled devotees. The atmosphere was electrified with
devotion, melodious kirtans, and joyous chanting. The divine
celebrations culminated in a grand prasadam feast served
to all. The festivities continued joyfully until the evening of
Holi, making this year's Gaura Purnima a deeply enriching
and unforgettable spiritual experience for the entire devotee
community.

4! Gaura Purnima Mahamahotsava (2nd- 4th Mar)
(ISKCON, Dwarka)

ISKCON Dwarka celebrated the appearance day of
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (Swarna Krishna) with grand
festivities from March 2nd to 4th. The Mahamahotsava
featured uplifting kathas by senior devotees, immersing all
in the nectarean pastimes and glories of Mahaprabhu. On
March 3rd, a grand Maha Abhishek was performed, followed
by bhoga offering and arati. The celebrations continued
on March 4th with a vibrant “Phoolon Ki Holi,” along with
joyful highlights like matka phor and lath maar Holi. The
atmosphere was further enlivened by soul-stirring kirtans by
Gaura Mani Mataiji, inspiring everyone to chant and dance in
divine ecstasy.

4! Dance, Drama and Dinner on Holi
(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

At ISKCON Punjabi Bagh, the spirit of Gaura Purnima
continued into a vibrant Holi celebration filled with devotion
and joy. The evening began with a procession of Sri Sri Gaura
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Nitai, followed by cultural performances by Sunday School
children and engaging Krishna-conscious activities. The
highlight was a grand prasadam festival, featuring a wide
variety of delicious offerings by devotees. Blending devotion,
culture, and celebration, the evening beautifully extended
the joy of Gaura Purnima and strengthened the spirit of
community.

4! Book Marathon, Prize Distribution ceremony

(8th Mar)
(ISKCON, Dwarka)

Bhakti Ashraya Vaisnava Swami graciously blessed the
devotees at ISKCON Dwarka with his presence, delivering a
profound discourse on the Srimad Bhagavatam. Maharaja
also dedicated his valuable time to distribute awards to
devotees who had shown exceptional dedication in sharing
the books of A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
offering them heartfelt blessings for their sincere service.

4% Appearance Day of Shri Shrivasa Pandit (11th Mar)
(ISKCON, Dwarka)

The devotees of ISKCON Dwarka celebrated the
appearance day of Lord’s dear associate Sri Srivasa Pandit
on March 11th, with the auspicious arrival of H.H. Bhakti
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Dhira Damodara Swami Maharaja. Maharaja delivered an
enlightening discourse on the life and devotion of Sri Srivasa
Pandit, deeply inspiring and uplifting the congregation.

41 Prayers for Peace (15th Mar)
(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

On the auspicious occasion of Papamochani Ekadashi, the
devotee community came together in a powerful expression
of faith and compassion by organizing a 24-hour Harinaam
Kirtan in the temple hall. This continuous kirtan was lovingly
offered for the protection, well-being, and spiritual strength
of devotees and all living entities worldwide—especially those
affected by the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. Over
100 devotees from all ashrams participated in this heartfelt
collective prayer. Throughout the day and night, the temple
hall remained vibrant, with devotees taking turns to chant,
reflect, and pray—many staying for hours, deeply immersed
in the holy names. The atmosphere was surcharged with
devotion, unity, and spiritual intensity, as the sacred chanting
of the Hare Krishna maha-mantra created waves of peace,
hope, and divine shelter for all.

4% Book Distribution Awards Ceremony (15th Mar)
(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

A special ceremony was organized to honor devotees
who enthusiastically participated in the Srila Prabhupada
Marathon. The Book Distribution Awards were presented
as a heartfelt recognition of their dedication to spreading
the teachings of A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Devotees from various ashrams were felicitated for their
sincere efforts, determination, and devotional spirit in
distributing transcendental literature.

The ceremony not only celebrated their achievements but
also inspired the entire community to actively participate in
this important mission of sharing spiritual knowledge and
compassion with the world.
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41 Special Lecture (19th Mar)
(ISKCON, Dwarka)

The devotees of ISKCON Dwarka received special mercy
with the arrival of H.H. Prabhodananda Saraswati Swami
Maharaja. Maharaja graciously addressed the congregation
with an inspiring lecture from Srimad Bhagavatam that
deeply enlightened the devotees and significantly enhanced
their spiritual interests and devotion.

4! Rama Navami (27th March)
(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

The auspicious appearance day of Lord Rama, Rama
Navami, was celebrated with great grandeur at ISKCON
Delhi. The festivities began with a spiritually enriching
week-long Rama Katha held in the temple auditorium.
Devotees deeply relished the nectarean narrations of
Lord Rama’s divine pastimes by H.G. Vrajendranandana
Prabhu. A vibrant Shobha Yatra was organized on 22nd
March, offering a rare opportunity for people who
may not visit the temple to receive the transcendental
darshan of the Lordships. As the deities graced
the streets, accompanied by melodious kirtan and
joyful dancing devotees, waves of divine mercy were
distributed to all. The festival commenced auspiciously
with the hoisting of the festival flag, followed by the
sacred Sri Bhagavad Avahana Yajna, invoking the
presence of the Lordships. At the magnificent Sri Sri
Radha Parthasarathi Temple, Rama Navami holds
even greater significance as it marks the anniversary
of the temple’s inauguration. A grand abhishek was
performed on all three altars, creating an atmosphere
filled with devotion and reverence. The temple
resounded with ecstatic kirtan and the blissful chanting
of the Hare Krishna Mahamantra, uplifting every heart
present. The celebrations concluded with an elaborate
feast prepared with love and devotion, offered for the
pleasure of the Lord, and later distributed as prasadam
to all.
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41 ISKCON Delhi Graced by Senior Devotees

The auspicious arrival of sadhus marks the fortune
of those who take their darshans, hear Krishna katha
from them and get an opportunity to serve them in
some way. The Delhi Temple was graced by the presence
of H.H. Prahaladananda Swami Maharaja, H.H. Guru
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HG Surabhi Mata Ji

Prasada Swami Maharaja, H.H. Bhakti Carudesna
Swami Maharaja, H.H. Bhakti Dhira Dmaodara Swami
Maharaja, H.H. Bhakti Ashraya Vaishnava Swami
Maharaja, H.H. Bhakti Anugraha Janardana Swami
Maharaja, H.H. Bhakti Brhad Bhagavata Swami
Maharaja, H.G. Prithu Prabhu, H.G. Surabhi Mataji,
H.G. Kripanidhi Prabhu, H.G. Devakinandana Prabhu,
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H.G. Basu Ghosh Prabhu and H.G. Sridhama Prabhu.
They enlightened the devotees with their discourses
and their association recharged the spiritual batteries
of the devotees.

41 Temple Expansion Progresses Steadily
(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

The ISKCON Punjabi Bagh Temple Expansion Project
continued to progress smoothly, achieving key milestones
this season. With the completion of all basement structural
and concreting work, construction advanced to the next
phase. The Upper Ground and First Floors were successfully
cast in March, with electrical, plumbing, air conditioning, and
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fire safety installations scheduled to begin in April. Work on
the temple walls is also set to commence using modern AAC
blocks for enhanced durability and efficiency. Supported by
advanced Building Information Modeling, the project has
maintained precise coordination and steady progress. By
Krishna's grace, it remains on track for completion, with the
offering to Sri Sri Krishna Balaram planned for Radhastami
2027.

41 Aabhar Utsav - Celebrating 2025 hook distribution
marathon
(ISKCON, Punjabi Bagh)

ISKCON Punjabi Bagh joyfully celebrated its outstanding
success in the 2025 Book Distribution Marathon with a
grand Aabhar Utsav. Continuing its long standing tradition
of excellence, the temple once again secured the #1 rank
globally in the medium temple category, marking yet another
victorious year in service to Srila Prabhupada’s mission. Over
1,100 devotees wholeheartedly participated in the marathon,
collectively achieving an impressive 5.2 lakh book points.
The celebration honoured the remarkable contributions of
individual distributors, Bhakti Vriksha groups, Youth Forums,
Sankirtan teams, and every other devotee who played a role
in this monumental effort. The ceremony was beautifully
graced by the presence of HH Bhakti Kevala Gopendra Swami
Maharaj from Vrindavan and HG Rukmini Krishna Das, who
offered blessings, appreciation, and inspiring words to the
community. Aabhar Utsav stood as a heartfelt tribute to
the devotion, teamwork, and unstoppable spirit that define
ISKCON Punjabi Bagh's sankirtan family.

41 Boat Festival (28th Mar)
(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

The Boat Festival (Jal Vihar) of Radha Parthasarathi was
beautifully organized at Astha Kunj Park for the pleasure
of the Lordships. Devotees created a serene water setting
adorned with flowers and devotional decorations, where
the utsava deities were lovingly placed on a decorated boat.
As the boat gently moved across the water, the atmosphere
became surcharged with melodious kirtans and heartfelt
prayers. The festival offered a glimpse into the divine jal-
vihar pastimes of Radha Krishna, immersing everyone in
deep devotion and joy. Each moment reflected loving
service, as devotees came together to please the Lordships
with sincerity and affection. It was truly a blissful celebration,
leaving everyone spiritually refreshed and grateful for the
opportunity to serve.
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41 Kangana Ranaut Visits ISKCON Delhi
(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

Ms. Kangana Ranaut (Minister of Parliament) visited the
temple and graciously attended the entire Bhagavad Gita
class. She also participated in the Aarati and took darshan
of the deities. She expressed great happiness upon meeting
the devotees and appreciated the spiritual atmosphere of the
temple.
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41 77thVyasa Puja of H.H. Jayapataka Swami Maharaja

Celebrated (29th Mar)
(ISKCON, East of Kailash)

The 77th Vyasa Puja of His Holiness Jayapataka Swami
Maharaja was celebrated with great devotion and enthusiasm
by devotees. The auspicious occasion was marked by heartfelt
offerings, glorifications, and expressions of gratitude for
Maharaja’s lifelong service in spreading the teachings of the
Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagavatam. Devotees gathered
to offer flowers, sang kirtans, and shared inspiring realizations
about Maharaja’s compassion, dedication, and tireless
preaching efforts. Elaborate Ekadasi prasadam was lovingly
prepared and offered to Maharaja, reflecting the devotion
and gratitude of the devotees on this sacred occasion.
The celebration also included remembrance of Maharaja’s
immense contributions to ISKCON, highlighting his global
preaching, book distribution efforts, and his role in guiding
countless devotees on the path of Krishna consciousness.
The program concluded with a joyous arati and prasadam
distribution, leaving everyone spiritually uplifted and inspired
to deepen their commitment to devotional service.
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SITA DENTS INNER HARNONY

Lord Ramachandra’s queen

reveals her extraordinary
character, founded on her pure
devotion to the Lord.

I n the face of extreme hardship,

The epic Ramayana, written

by the sage Valmiki, tells the story
of Lord Ramachandra, Krishna's
incarnation as the perfect king. Lord
Rama’s wife, queen, and eternal
consort is Sita Devi. She is also the
ideal devotee.

Sita Devi's example shows
that one who acts according to
God’s desire is peaceful and has
harmonious relationships, regardless
of circumstances. Sita Devi exhibits
her inner harmony throughout her
ordeal, whether she’s hearing of her
husband’s fourteen-year banishment
to the forest, being abducted and
imprisoned by Ravana, or being
reunited with Lord Rama.

Sita Follows Her Conscience

In the Ramayana, Sita Devi first
clearly expresses her own will by
disobeying Lord Rama, who wants
her to stay behind when He leaves
for His exile to the forest. She
decides that to be with Rama in all
circumstances is her sacred duty. The

unequivocal voice of her conscience
will not allow her to do otherwise. By
insisting on going with her husband
to the forest, Sita defines for herself
what a devoted wife is.

To convince Rama to allow her to

go with Him, Sita says,
"Every day | will serve
You and practice self-
discipline. | too will live
on fruits and nuts and
will not interfere with
Your austerities. Taking
shelter in Your arms,
O Rama, | will become
fearless.”

Rama replies, “O frail
lady, in the forest wild
beasts will lurk on all
sides, waiting to attack,
and we will have to sleep
on the bare ground
with scorpions, worms,
mosquitoes, and gnats
as constant nuisances.
Abandon this idea of
coming with Me. If you
are truly devoted to
Me, you will follow My
instructions.”

“O Rama,” Sita says,

> BackK ta Godhead

“all these hardships will seem like
blessings to me. If You protect me, |
can tolerate anything.”

Seeing her determination, Rama
finally agrees with her decision. On
His request, Sita gives all her valuable
possessions to the brahmanas and
Vaishnavas, and she and Rama go to
the forest with Lakshmana.

Despite  the uncomfortable
circumstances, Sita is peaceful.
She has followed her pure interior
directive,  choosing  wilderness
over civilization, simplicity over
opulence, austerity over luxury, and
the satisfaction of following her
conscience over the distress of being
separated from Sri Rama.

Sita's Harmony with the Earth and
Living Beings

"I shall remain' happy by gazing
at the hills, lakes, and rivers,” Sita
says when convincing Rama to allow
her to accompany Him.
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The natural beauty of forest
life delights Sita, and she feels so
cheerful and at home there that she
seems to prefer it to the complexities
of the city. Her silks and gold are
gone. She has given up her palace
bed-"as soft and white as milk
foam"”-to sleep on fallen leaves. And
she no longer dines on a variety of
delicious foods but on forest fruits
and nuts and greens. Still, she has no
regrets.

Forest life reveals that Sita has a
special connection with the earth,
the rivers, and the animals. When
the transcendental couple is first
crossing the Ganges, at midstream
Sita joins her hands in prayer:

"0 Mother Ganga, please protect
Sri Rama on all sides. May He pass
these fourteen years without harm.”

When Ravana abducts Sita,
she is spirited and clever, although
desperate. She calls out to her allies
in the natural world-the trees, the
river, the birds, and the animals-
begging them to help her and to
inform Rama of her abduction.
Unable to help, the trees shed tears
inthe form of sap, and the lions, deer,
and elephants are heartbroken. Sita
wakes the old sleeping bird Jatayu
and drops her jewels to the monkeys

who will later assist Lord Rama.

In Lanka, Ravana thinks that by
speaking of his love for Sita, she will
soon be won over.

Ever fearless, however, Sita tells
him, “My heart is devoted to Rama
without deviation, and to Rama
alone. Why should I, a swan sporting
with her mate within a lotus-filled
lake, prefer a duck meandering on
the shore? You can do whatever
you like to me, but rest assured that
because of your vile and sinful lust,
you will soon meet with death at
Rama'’s hands.”

Raging with fury, Ravana gives
her twelve months to surrender to
him and sends her to a grove of
ashoka trees, where cruel, hideous
women torture her.

Over the twelve months of Sita’s
captivity, Ravana grows increasingly
desperate and irrational in his
frustrated lust. But even though an
ordinary person in Sita's unkempt
condition would be weak and
miserable, she grows stronger and
more thoughtful. The flexibility with
which she adjusted to changing
situations in the forest has given
way to an inflexible resistance to the
terror of Ravana and his guards.

When Ravana again entreats
Sita, she places a straw between
herself and Ravana as a symbol of
her unwillingness to contact him
directly.

"You should withdraw your mind
from me,” she says, “and remain
content with the numerous consorts
you already possess. You will never
be able to have me. | shall never do
anything contrary to righteousness,
and so there is no hope of your ever
gaining my favor.”

She then turns her back to Ravana.

“Give up your futile hope,” she
tells him. “You no more deserve
me than a sinful man deserves
perfection.... Because you are
acting perversely, directing yourself
away from the path of virtue, you
will soon become the cause of the
destruction of your entire kingdom. |
will never be tempted by your offers
of insignificant opulence and royal
comforts because | am undivided
in my devotion to Rama.... | am as
inseparable from Rama as sunlight is
from the sun.”

Although apparently helpless
and grief-stricken, Sita wins the
sympathy of some of the other
women Ravana has abducted. In
Ravana’s absence, they comfort Sita.



Also, several of the guards, most
notably Trijata, respect and befriend
Sita. They instruct the other guards
to beg Sita's forgiveness. Sarama,
the wife of Vibhishana, Ravana’s
virtuous brother, also becomes
sympathetic to Sita, won over by her
virtue.

When Hanuman arrives and
offers to carry Sita on his back across
the ocean, Sita, ever conscious
of proper behavior, says, “lI have
vowed never to touch the body of
any man other than Rama. | am
already mortified due to being
grasped by the sinful Ravana. | could
not voluntarily touch another man.
Nor could | allow anyone other
than Rama to rescue me, thereby
diminishing Rama’s fame. | therefore
prefer to wait for my lord, confident
that He will soon arrive.”

Hanuman assents to Sita's
request, respecting theincomparable
chastity for which she is famous.

The Source of Sita,,s Harmony

Always thinking of Rama within
her heart, Sita constantly seeks to
reunite with Him. Her commitment
to Him and her constant meditation
on Him protect her and give her the
strength to resist Ravana’s many

advances and allurements. Although
Ravana delivers more offers and
more threats, Sita's fixed faith and
conviction transform her: She grows
in strength and calls upon powers
she has never used before.

"I would burn you to ashes myself
by the power of my asceticism and
chastity,” Sita tells Ravana, “but | do
not have my lord’s order. Nor do |
wish to waste my ascetic merits on
such a wretch as you.”

Sita resistance to Ravana's
obsession drains him of the powers
he won through asceticism. “Thus
the soldiers of Lord Ramachandra
killed Ravana's soldiers, who had
lost all good fortune because
Ravana had been condemned by
the anger of mother Sita.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 9.10.20)

After Ravana's death, his wife
Mandodari says to his stricken
body, “O greatly fortunate one,
you came under the influence of
lusty desires, and therefore you
could not understand the influence
of mother Sita. Now, because of
her curse, you have been reduced
to this state, having been killed
by Lord Ramachandra.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 9.10.27)

Three Qualities of Sri Sita Devi
Reveal Her Inner Harmony

Sita’s forgiveness: After Ravana's
death, Hanuman comes to Sita in
the ashoka grove and, before taking
her to Rama, offers to kill the female
guards who have tormented her for
so many months.

In accord with Her noble
character, Sita is ever kind to the
downtrodden.

“These guards,” she says, “were
simply carrying out Ravana’s order.
No blame should be attached to
them. Any suffering | felt was surely
the result of my own past misdeeds,
for such is the universal law. Indeed,
there is an ancient maxim that is
always the code of the virtuous: ‘A
righteous person does not consider
the offenses of others. At all costs
that person always observes the
vow of not returning evil for evil, for
the virtuous consider good conduct
their ornament."”

Sita Devi also says that
compassion should always be shown
toward sinners, for no one was ever
found to be free of sin.

Sita's  openheartedness:  As
Sita, Rama, and their soldiers are
returning to Ayodhya, they reach




Kishkindha, the home of the
monkey warriors who assisted Rama
in defeating Ravana.

Sita says, “l would be pleased
if | could return to Ayodhya in the
company of all the wives of